The valence hypothesis suggests that the right hemisphere is specialised for negative emotions and the left hemisphere is specialised for positive emotions (Silberman & Weingartner, 1986). It is unclear to what extent valence-specific effects in facial emotion perception depend upon the gender of the perceiver. To explore this question 46 participants completed a free view lateralised emotion perception task which involved judging which of two faces expressed a particular emotion. Eye fixations of 24 of the participants were recorded using an eye tracker. A significant valence-specific laterality effect was obtained, with positive emotions more accurately identified when presented to the right of centre, and negative emotions more accurately identified when presented to the left of centre. The valencespecific laterality effect did not depend on the gender of the perceiver. Analysis of the eye tracking data showed that males made more fixations while recognising the emotions and that the left-eye was fixated substantially more than the right-eye during emotion perception. Finally, in a control condition where both faces were identical, but expressed a faint emotion, the participants were significantly more likely to select the right side when the emotion label was positive. This finding adds to evidence suggesting that valence effects in facial emotion perception are not only caused by the perception of the emotion but by other processes.
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Introduction
The valence hypothesis suggests that each hemisphere is differently specialised for processing emotion according to the valence of the emotion, with the right hemisphere (RH) specialised for negative emotions and the left hemisphere (LH) specialised for positive emotions (Adolphs, Jansari, & Tranel, 2001; Ahern & Schwartz, 1985; Davidson & Hugdahl, 1995; Jansari, Tranel, & Adolphs, 2000; Silberman & Weingartner, 1986) . Support for the valence hypothesis comes from the finding that experiencing positive emotions results in greater activation of the LH, whereas experiencing negative emotions results in greater activation of the RH (Davidson, 1992 (Davidson, , 1993 (Davidson, , 2004 Davidson & Fox, 1982; Jones & Fox, 1992) . Similarly, for emotional expression, the RH appears to control the expression of negative emotions and the LH the expression of positive emotions (Ross, Homan, & Buck, 1994) .
For the perception of facial emotion, however, similar hemispheric valence effects have been less consistently found, with the majority of evidence pointing to a RH specialisation for facial emotion perception (Alves, Aznar-Casanova, & Fukusima, 2009; Borod, Andelman, Obler, Tweedy, & Wilkowitz, 1992; Borod, Zgaljardic, Tabert, & Koff, 2001; Christman & Hackworth, 1993) . Despite this, an increasing number of other studies have obtained valencespecific laterality effects for the perception of facial emotion, with the LH more accurate at perceiving positive emotional expressions and the RH more accurate at identifying negative emotional expressions (Jansari et al., 2000; McLaren & Bryson, 1987; Natale, Gur, & Gur, 1983; Reuter-Lorenz & Davidson, 1981; Rodway, Wright, & Hardie, 2003; van Strien & van Beek, 2000 ; for reviews see Borod, 1993; Davidson, 1984; Killgore & Yurgelun-Todd, 2007) .
Various accounts have been proposed to explain the emergence of valence-specific effects in facial emotion perception (see Alves et al., 2009; Borod, 1993; Bourne, 2010; Davidson, 1984; Fusar-Poli et al., 2009; Killgore & Yurgelun-Todd, 2007; Rodway & Schepman, 2007) . In general it is suggested that valence effects emerge because of additional factors, other than the perception of emotion, that are involved in emotion discrimination. These include, for example, the activation of prefrontal cortical regions that are differently lateralised for emotional experience (Borod, 1993; Davidson, 1984; Gur, Skolnick, & Gur, 1994) , or approach-withdrawal processing (Davidson, 1993 (Davidson, , 2004 Davidson & Irwin, 1999 
